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the story of a conflict with 
the Regents of the Univer- 


„ Sity. Tt arose when faculty 


were expelled from the Uni- 
versity of Goettingen because 
they raised their voice in 

against political re- 
action, comes to mind when 
one reads this recofd of a 
similar ‘ plight of professors 
at the University of Cali- 


Written in collaboration 


swear, 

ditional] Constitutional Oath, 
that they were not members 
of the Communist Party or in 
any way under a commitment 
conflicting with their obliga- 
tions under their oath. 


The conflict started in 
May, 1949 and ended a year 
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hy upper-class Victo- 
rian society to perfection. It 
contains brilliant pen  por- 
traits of all the personalities 
who. made up Miss Night- 
ingale’s circle, her gstonishing 
family and many great men 


was that Victorian age which 
it was fashionable to de- 
cry for seme decades, but 
which is now coming into its 
own. On the other hand it 
shows plainly the appalling 


State of what we should to- 


Gay call the social services, 
and the disabilities under 
which even women of the up- 
per classes had to live — the 


ed, after having been brought 
across the Black Sea in miser- 
able cockle shells, “came down 
all that dreadful long winter 
(1854), without other cover- 
ing than a dirty army blanket 
and a pair of old regimental 
trousers, living skeletons de- 
voured by vermin, ulcerated, 

speechiess, dying 


hopeless, 
ke the Greeks as they wrap- 
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REASON AND MORALS 


THPOPULAR ESSAYS. By Ber- 
trend Russell. Allen & Unwin. 
London. pp.. 8/6. 


We are so distracted by 
controversies, problems and 
troubles, that we can hardly 
appreciate our lot with the 
necessary degree of impartial- 
ity. Bertrand Russell, whose 
approach to human and social 
problems is detached by 
science, can be as objective 
about social philosophy as ‘if 
it were mathematics or astro- 
nomy. 

When the reader learris that 
Man is but a “plaything of 
nature” and “that all life on 
earth is only a brief interlude 
between the nebula and the 
eternal frost“ (p.112), he will 
reflect how stupid it is to spend 
his life. quarrelling and wa- 


ging wars. If we choose to go 


on existing, says the philoso- 
pher, we must transform our 
political system into an effec- 
tive world-governnent, the 
only remedy for the preserva- 
tion of peace. Only active in- 
terference with human history 
can save us, for the belief in 
any kind of “natural” progress 
is but a manifestation of wish- 
ful thinking. Can one believe 
in progress when one considers 
that “after ages during which 
the earth produced harmiess 
trilobites and butterflies, evo- 
lution progressed to the point 
at which it generated Neros, 
Jenghis Khans, and Hitlers? ” 

Russell's pessimistic appre- 
ciation of reality is imbued 
with a powerful moral drive 
to redress evil. Instead of the 
fanatical and cruel dogmat- 
ism of the various modern- 


“isths,” Russell wants to ap 


proach social problems in the 


scientific spirit of tolerance 
and in the human attitude of 
kindness. 

These “Unpopular Essays” 
are unequalled in their im- 
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partial and rational approach 


to the main troubles of our 
turbulent world. Their educa- 
tional value is increased by 
the · amusing, light and inter- 
esting manner in which they 
are written. They should be- 
come popular with every in- 
telligent man and woman, who 
cares about human troubles. 

M. ROSHWALD 
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THE BRITAIN WE SAW. By H. 
and N. Matthews, Gollancz. Lon 
pp. 17. 18/-, 


“New York Times” Corres- 


pondent Herbert Matthews 
came to Socialist Britain as 


“an American liberal... (who) ders 


could enjoy the luxury of sit- 
ting back with a benevolent, 
if critical eye...” ä 
Husband and wife divided 
their labour into lucid and 
well-informed chapters, Her- 
bert writing of British political 
life, Nancie of the housewives’ 
t. 

In his 
Matthews 


chapters, Herbert 
gives a few ele- 


mentary lessons in British 


Socialism and discusses prob- 
fems such as the Empire and 


the Welfare State: he als 


discovers the Monarchy. Nan- ‘ 


cie, on her side deals with ra- 


Matthews finds the “lack of 
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